
Negatively charged DNA 
starts here

The “ladder” tells us 
the size of DNA 

pieces in base pairs.

The brightness of a 
band tells us there is 

more DNA.
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DNA Amplification and Visualization

DNA is extracted

Markers that match a 
portion of the DNA are 
added    

Thousands of new copies of DNA identical to 
the marker region are made during PCR
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